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Useful Resources 

 

 

 

 Copyright at Otago 

www.otago.ac.nz/administration/copy

right/ 

 

For information 

regarding copyright, 

contact the University 

Copyright Officer  

(ext. 4877) or email 

copyright@otago.ac.nz 

 

 

Creative Commons NZ 

www.creativecommons.org.nz/ 

 

Provides more 

information regarding 

Creative Commons in 

New Zealand. 

OAKlist  

QUT, Australia 

www.oaklist.qut.edu.au 

 

 
University of  Nottingham, UK 

www.sherpa.ac.uk 

 

Search either the Open 

Access Knowledge list 

or Sherpa Romeo for 

information about 

publishers’ agreements 

relating to Open Access 

and the self-archiving of 

journals articles. 

 

 

  

Intellectual Property office 

www.iponz.govt.nz 

 

For information 

regarding Intellectual 

Property in New 

Zealand. 

 

 

Scholarly Publishing and 

Academic Resources 

Coalition 

www.arl.org/sparc 

 

For more information 

regarding authors’ 

rights, including the 

SPARC Author 

Addendum. 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The University of Otago Library does not provide legal 

advice. These are guidelines only. 

 

 

 

Author’s Rights 
 

 

 

 

ourarchive@otago.ac.nz 

ourarchive.otago.ac.nz 

 



Copyright 

Copyright is an umbrella term covering the rights of 

ownership, reproduction, distribution and sale of a work. 

The laws relating to copyright are intended to protect the 

rights of an author while allowing for creative use of the 

work by others. 

 

Copyright Ownership  

The author or creator of a work owns the copyright to that 

work, until such time as they transfer all or part of those 

rights to another party, for example, a publisher, family 

member, or employer. In most cases, as an employee of 

the University of Otago, you own the copyright to your 

research work until such time as you transfer some or all 

of those rights. 

 

Use of Works under Copyright  

The Copyright Act has a ‘fair dealing’ provision which 

allows for use and reproduction of a copyright protected 

work in certain circumstances. Examples of fair dealing 

are use for private study, criticism and review, and 

reporting current events. 

There is also an ‘educational purposes’ provision which 

allows the reproduction of an item for teaching purposes, 

for example, class readings. 

For more information about copyright and how it may 

affect you please refer to the University of Otago 

copyright website at: 

www.otago.ac.nz/administration/copyright/ 

 

Creative Commons (CC) 

Unpublished works such as PhD and Master’s theses are often protected with a Creative Commons license. A Creative 

Commons license allows an author to define how others are able to use your work, whilst still retaining full copyright 

protection. There are six types of licence available; these are outlined in the table below. For more information please refer to 

www.creativecommons.org.nz/ 

Creative Commons License 
 

Terms of use 

Attribution (BY) Rework, tweak or build upon. Attribute. Commercial or 

non-commercial. Least restrictive license. 

Attribution –Noncommercial (BY-NC)                                                Rework, tweak or build upon. Attribute. Non-commercial 

use only. A new derivative work can have any CC license 

applied to it. 

Attribution-Noncommercial -No Derivative 

Works (BY-NC-ND) 

No rework, tweak or build upon. Attribute. Non-

commercial use only. Redistribution. Most restrictive 

license. 

Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike (BY-

NC-SA) 

Rework, tweak or build upon. Attribute. Non-commercial 

use only. A new derivative work must have this CC 

license applied. 

Attribution-No Derivative Works (BY-ND) No rework, tweak or build upon. Attribute. Commercial 

or non-commercial. Redistribution. 

Attribution-Share Alike (BY-SA) Rework, tweak or build upon. Attribute. Commercial or 

non-commercial. A new derivative work must have this 

CC license applied to it. 

 

Copyright Questions 
 

 Answers 

 Do I need to register copyright to ensure my rights are 

secured? 

No. Copyright is automatically vested in the author of a 

work, once the work is in fixed format, e.g. photograph, 

electronic document, painting and so on. 

What rights do I retain for use of my work after 

publication? 

The rights you retain are determined by the publisher’s 

contract agreement. Check your contract to see what rights 

you have for the use of your work. 

Can I negotiate with my publisher to retain particular 

rights after publication? 

 

You can negotiate retention of certain rights with your 

publisher. Add a SPARC Author Addendum to your 

contract agreement. For information on the addendum and 

when to use it, go to www.arl.org/sparc/author/ .  You can 

also freely negotiate with your publisher for an 

amendment to your contract. 

Does ‘Fair dealing’ mean I can store my publication on 

my personal web site? 

No. Fair dealing does not cover personal use of a 

copyrighted document. 


